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Editorial........

Climate Literacy
Human-induced climate change is causing

dangerous and widespread disruption in
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nature and affecting the lives of billions of
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“ people around the world, despite efforts to
") 3 L reduce the risks. The world faces
unavoidable multiple climate hazards over

hht

the next two decades with global warming of 1.5°C (2.7°F). Even temporarily exceeding this
warming level will result in additional severe impacts, some of which will be irreversible. Risks
for society will increase, including to infrastructure and low-lying coastal settlements. Increased
heatwaves, droughts and floods are already exceeding plants’ and animals’ tolerance thresholds,
driving mass mortalities in species such as trees and corals. These weather extremes are
occurring simultaneously, causing cascading impacts that are increasingly difficult to manage.
They have exposed millions of people to acute food and water insecurity, especially in Africa,
Asia, Central and South America, on Small Islands and in the Arctic. Scientists point out that
climate change interacts with global trends such as unsustainable use of natural resources,
growing urbanization, social inequalities, losses and damages from extreme events and a
pandemic, jeopardizing future development. Climate literacy explores future impacts at different
levels of warming and the resulting risks and offers options to strengthen nature’s and society’s
resilience to ongoing climate change, to fight hunger, poverty, and inequality and keep Earth a
place worth living on — for current as well as for future generations.Climate education empowers
all people, but especially motivates the young to take action. Climate change education is an
urgent need. It can make society aware of change and protect the Earth and its environment from
dangerous inputs. Through this education, factors such as individual human morality, living in
harmony with nature, conservation of biodiversity will be protected. Climate change education
should be widely disseminated to the public through colleges, schools, public service institutions,
research centers, village administrations, etc. and appropriate personal training should be
provided.
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